	MATCH THE DEFINITIONS ON THE RIGHT WITH THE EXPESSIONS IN THE FIRST COLUMN:



	1 agony aunt
	
	a) a metonymy for the British national press

	2 Celtic Tiger

The press in …. uses pictures of green-striped tigers to symbolise the Celtic Tiger.
	
	b) a portmanteau of the two oldest universities' names

	3 down under
	
	c) The Central Criminal Court in England

	4 Fleet Street
	
	d) GB: city universities usually established before 1992

	5 in the pink
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	e) rapid economic growth in the Republic of Ireland that began in the 1990s and ended in 2001 or 2002. 



	6 nine to fiver
	
	f) The Bank of England



	7 Old Bailey
	
	g) an advice columnist at a magazine or newspaper. 

	8 Old Lady of Threadneedle Street
	
	h) a public relations person who tries to forestall negative publicity by publicizing a favourable interpretation of the words or actions of a company or political party or famous person

	9 Oxbridge
	
	i) bureaucracy

	10 red tape
	
	j) a rare, expensive possession that is a financial burden to maintain.

	11 Redbrick
	
	k) ostentatious display of military power (with the implied threat that it might be used)

	12 saber-rattling
	
	l) one who works regular daytime hours, as in an office.

	13 “say when”
	
	m) a colloquialism referring to all things Australian

	14 spin doctor
	
	n) in perfect condition

	15 white elephant
	
	o) short for, "tell me when to stop". The grammatically improper, but obedient reply is, when.


Based on Eva Skálová: RUUP4IT? Anglicko-český lexikon nestandardní slovní zásoby. ISV nakladatelství, Praha 2003.

Key: 1g , 2e , 3m , 4a , 5n , 6l , 7c , 8f , 9b , 10i , 11d , 12k , 13o , 14h , 15j 
	CULTURE UK
THE OLD LADY OF THREADNEEDLE  STREET
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Who is this old lady? 
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'The Old Lady of Threadneedle Street' is the nickname of the Bank of England which stands in the heart of the City of London. 
Was there really an old lady of Threadneedle Street and what had she to do with Banking? 
There was indeed an old lady…Sarah Whitehead was her name. 
Sarah had a brother called Philip, a disgruntled former employee of the bank, who was found guilty of forgery in 1811, and executed for his crime. 
Poor Sarah was so shocked she became 'unhinged' and every day for the next 25 years she went to the Bank and asked to see her brother. 
When she died she was buried in the old churchyard that later became the Bank's garden, and her ghost has been seen on many occasions in the past. 
Another phrase often used is 'As safe as the Bank of England', and is used to describe a system that is strong and secure. 
But in 1780 the Bank did not seem so safe during the Gordon Riots, when for days, London was terrorised by an Anti-Catholic mob led by Lord George Gordon. 
After burning down Newgate and other prisons, the mob turned its attention to the Bank. 
A small force of troops were hastily organised by the government and managed to repel the attack. 
Since then, apart from a short period in the 18th century the Bank has been guarded every night by the Bank Piquet, drawn from detachments of the Guards, stationed in London. 
So, one can now say about something, without fear of being proved wrong, that 'it is as safe as the Bank of England'!


	

	


A few thoughts on “white elephants”….
window reflections 1
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This is a reflection I saw in the window at an antique shop after my last ladies group. The White Elephant is inside the window, everything else in the photo is outside. 

The elephant is the symbol of the Republican Party. I do believe theirs is black. It's interesting that a white elephant, at least in the United States, is symbolic of something that is rare, but needs to be off loaded because it is too much trouble to keep, as in, the white elephant table at the church bazaar. There must have been a fair number of white elephant knickknacks around in order for them to become synonymous with this type of discard.

I have a family heirloom of white ivory elephants carved in a row, increasing incrementally in size. My maternal great grandfather, who was a German sea captain, brought it back from India. I'll get it right out of my props department and take a picture.

In its natural environment, Thailand, Burma, Cambodia, Laos, a white elephant (http://www.rebound88.net/gp/gen/gwhite.html) is a rarity and is considered sacred. It is a "not just a symbol of Buddhism but of prestige, prosperity and political power". Perhaps the devaluation of the White Elephant in our urban western society is symbolic of what has happened to the sacred in our culture. Or perhaps I am just going on. 

<http://www.twentyfirstcenturyart.com/dakota/mt/archives/2003_11.html>

